
As Frederick Douglass so aptly put it, “Slavery is the great test question of our 
age and nation.” In many ways it still is, as our country is still dealing with the 
repercussions of the systematic and institutional enslavement of Africans. This 
Rare Book Room exhibit seeks to highlight its History of Slavery Collection and, 
perhaps more ambitiously, to provoke constructive dialog about our country’s 
history of enslavement and its continuing aftermath. 
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