
A selected list of children and 
young adult books about or set 

during the Enslavement of African 
People in the United States.    

Find these books at your local 
library or place a request.

FICTION
Africa is My Home:  
A Child of  the Amistad
by Monica Edinger Ages 10-14

All Different Now: Juneteenth,  
the First Day of  Freedom
by Angela Johnson Ages 5-9 

Ashes by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Ages 10-14

The Astonishing Life of  Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the 
Nation. Volume one, The Pox Party
by M. T. Anderson  Ages 14-17

The Astonishing Life of  Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the 
Nation. Volume II, The Kingdom on the Waves
by M. T. Anderson  Ages 14-17

Calico Girl by Jerdine Nolen Ages 8-12

Chains: Seeds of  America
by Laurie Halse Anderson Ages 10-14

Copper Sun by Sharon M. Draper Ages 14-17

Crossing Ebenezer Creek
by Tonya Bolden  Ages 13-17

Day of  Tears: A Novel in Dialogue
by Julius Lester Ages 10-14

Dread Nation
by Justina Ireland Ages 14-17

Follow the Drinking Gourd
by Jeanette Winter Ages 3-7 

Forge by Laurie Halse Anderson Ages 10-14

Freedom Song: The Story of  Henry “Box” Brown
by Sally M. Walker  Ages 4-8

Friend on Freedom River
by Gloria Whelan  Ages 6-9

The Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers  Ages 12-17

Harriet Tubman and the Freedom Train
by Sharon Shavers Gayle Ages 8-12

Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levin  Ages 8-10 
  

Love Twelve Miles Long  
by Glenda Armand Ages 6-11       

Meet Addy: An American Girl 
(Series)
by Connie Rose Porter Ages 8-12 

Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom
by Carole Boston Weatherford Ages 5-8

My Name is James Madison Hemmings
by Jonah Winter   Ages 5-9

Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen Ages 12-17

Numbering All the Bones by Ann Rinaldi Ages 10-14

A Picture of  Freedom: The Diary of  Clotee, A Slave Girl 
(Dear America Series) by Pat McKissak  Ages 9-12

Show Way by Jacqueline Woodson Ages 4-8

Slave Dancer by Paula Fox Ages 10-14

Stop Calling Me That! My Name is Araminta
by Virginia Batchelor Ages 4-8

Sugar
by Jewell Parker Rhodes Ages 8-12

Underground
by Shane Evans  Ages 4-8
  
Working Cotton
by Sherley Anne Williams    Ages 4-8
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NONF ICT ION
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass: The Story Behind an 
American Friendship 
by Russell Freedman 
E45.905 .F725 2012 Ages 10-14

Before She Was Harriet: The Story 
of  Harriet Tubman
by Lesa Cline-Ransome
E444 .T82 C56 2017  
Ages 4-8

Biddy Mason Speaks Up by Arisa White
E444 .M38 W47 2019  Ages 10-14

Buried lives:  The Enslaved People of  George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon
by Carla Killough McClafferty
E312.17 .M394 2018  Ages 10-14

Days of  Jubilee: The End of  Slavery in the United States
by Pat McKissak    E453 .M28 2003  Ages 9-12

Facing Frederick: The Life of  Frederick Douglass, a 
Monumental American Man
by Tonya Bolden      E449 .D75 B65 2017          Ages 10-14 

Frederick Douglass: The Lion Who 
Wrote History
by Walter Dean Myers   E449 .D75 
M96 2017 Ages 4-8

Freedom River 
by Doreen Rappaport
E450 .R23 2000 Ages 5-9 

Get On Board: The Story of  the Underground Railroad
by James Haskins
E450 .H315 1993 Ages 9-12

Juneteenth: A Celebration of  Freedom
by Charles A. Taylor     E 185.93 .T4 T39 2002 Ages 10-14

Juneteenth: Freedom Day
by Muriel Miller Branch E 185.93 .T4 B68 1998 Ages 8-12

Let it Shine: Stories of  Black Women Freedom Fighters
by Andrea Davis Pinkney
E185.96 .P5 2000  Ages 6-9 

Minty: A Story of  Young Harriet Tubman
by Alan Schroeder
E444 .T82 S37 1996  Ages 5-9

Stolen into Slavery: The True Story of  
Solomon Northrup, Free Black Man
by Judith and Dennis Fradin
E444 .N87 F73 2012 Ages 10-14

The Story of  Juneteenth: An Interactive 
History Adventure
by Steven Otfinoski
E 185.93 .T4 O85 2015    Ages 8-12

Underground Railroad: Navigate the Journey from Slavery to 
Freedom
by Judy Dodge Cummings
E450 .C866 2017  Ages 9-12

We Are Not Yet Equal: Understanding 
Our Racial Divide
by Carol Anderson 
E185.6 .A5437 2018 Ages 12-17

What Was the Underground Railroad?
by Yona Zeldis McDonough
E450 .M47 2013  Ages 8-12

Who Was Frederick Douglass?
by April Jones Prince
E449 .D75 P76 2014 Ages 8-12

Who Was Harriet Tubman?
by Yona Zeldis McDonough
E444 .T82 M375 2002  Ages 8-12

Who Was Sojourner Truth?
by Yona Zeldis McDonough
E185.9 .T8 M366 2015  Ages 8-12

GRAPHIC NOVELS
The Life of  Frederick Douglass: A Graphic Narrative of  a 
Slave’s Journey from Bondage to Freedom
by David Walker
E449 .D95 W35 2018  Ages 12-17

Strange Fruit. Volume 1, Uncelebrated Narratives from Black 
History
by Joel Christian Gill  Ages 12-17

Underground Abductor:  An Abolitionist Tale 
by Nathan Hale   Ages 8-14


